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(Text) Hanoi--Norih Vietnam would be prepared to open, serious and 
• significant talks with the United States., to u 
; U.S. Delegate to the United Nations Arthur Goi 
: after an unconditional halt in U.S. acts c~ 

Hanoi sources said today. 


war 


the words employed by / 
three or four weeks/ 
against the North, j 



;o talk in the midst of the bombings 


This statement echoes a key phrase in a speech made earlier this 
month by North Vietnam Premier Phan Van Dong® However, it comes, after • 
the speech made in the United Nations by Mr. Goldberg last week seeking 
clarification of Hanoi’s position. 


The sources stressed, however, that if Washington simply announced 
that it was halting the bombings for a certain period, no talks would be ' 
possible, because the halt would be conditional® However , without 
conditions, the talks would taka place, the sources said. The sources 
indicated that Hanoi would make no- spectacular public statements or 
gestures following Mr. Goldberg's speech® There are two reasons for this: 


North Vietnam (?feels) that its position is now well known. Further 
repetition of its views might be interpreted as a sign of weakening 
resistance® But their resistance is not weakening, as shown by a recent 
long article by Defense Minister Vo Nguyen Gia_. affirming his (words 
indistinct) ® 


The sources add that Mr. Goldberg's speech also betrays U.S. concern 
at its unfavorable military situation in South Vietnam. The United States 
is also aware that its diplomatic relations are being (word indistinct) by 
the continuation of the war, the sources state. 

In this difficult situation, the United States, without going so far 
as to accept an unconditional halt to the bombings, has been obliged to use 
ambiguous phrases which finally add up simply to a restatement of its 
demand for a reciprocal gesture from Hanoi if Washington agrees to stop 
the bombing, a demand North Vietnam has already rejected® 
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